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whole identity to the company with which he was
in sympathy. His sympathies were numerous, and
his toleration was large. There is amazing attraction
in a man of first-class intellect who, in loco, is quite
indifferent to the intellectual equipment of the hour's
companions. As Gibbon said of his society at
Lausanne : " I am too modest, or too proud, to rate
my own value by that of my associates ; and what-
soever may be the fame of learning and genius,
experience has shown me that the cheaper com-
modities of politeness and good sense are of more
useful currency in the commerce of life." Most of us
have known two or three such social philosophers, but
I have never quite seen Rosebery's equal in this
respect. Not that he ever suffered fools gladly, or
endured boredom for long, for he showed remarkable
skill in slipping away from uncongenial surroundings
when unrestrained by shame or duty.

Thus did Rosebery start on his voyage of municipal
discovery, for discovery it certainly was. The London
County Council came into being, overshadowed on the
one hand by the majestic traditions of the Guildhall
and the Mansion House, and somewhat tarnished on
the other by the recent ineptitudes of London local
government. When the full Council met, there were
no established rules of order for a body of 137, too
large for committee procedure, and barely large
enough to accept the discipline of a legislative
assembly. Then some twenty committees had to be
formed. Rosebery's absorption in the work of these
was no little surprise to the Council and to some of
his friends. Charles Fox, asked at St. Anne's Hill
why he was doing some laborious and monotonous
work in the garden, replied, " Because I am a very
painstaking man/5 Rosebery shared some of Charles
Fox's tastes and foibles; but he too was a very
painstaking man.

From February 13th, committees met every day,
sometimes sitting for five hours on end; and now
and then two or three met consecutively. The notes